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September - A Special Month For Fransalians 

Two of the three important days of our 

Congregation fall in this month. The Feast of Our 

Lady of Compassion is on 15th September and 

Founder’s Day on 30th September. Both these 

feasts invite all of us to seek the plan of God 

constantly like our Blessed Mother and our 

Founder. “Where there is less of our own choice 

there is more of God”  

Mother of Sorrows: 

As Fransalians we have a special devotion to the 

Mother of God; she is a model for our consecrated 

and apostolic life. We celebrate the feast of Our 

Mother of Compassion with earnestness and love. 

The feast day celebrations must be preceded by a 

novena. Let us have the novena from 6th to 14th 

September in our communities, parishes and 

institutions. The novena will provide us an 

opportunity to grow in our devotion and reverence for our Blessed Mother. To meditate on the sufferings, 

she endured together with her Son during His passion and death. We express our filial love to Mary by 

meditating on the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, the Seven Sorrows and by honouring her as the 

Mother of Compassion. Happy Feast of Our Heavenly Patroness, Our Lady of Compassion. 

 

Founder’s Day: 

Fransalians every year commemorate 30th September as Founder’s Day. It was on this day that our 

Congregation was established by Fr. Peter Mermier to continue the mandate of the Lord and the Church, 

following the spirit and spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. A preparation of nine days of novena is to be 

made in order to celebrate Founder’s Day. I recommend a celebration of Founder’s Day at the 

Apostolic/Local Community level. I would like to remind you all to begin the novena on 21st September 

and we will celebrate Founder Day on 30th September. All perpetually professed confreres have to make a 

devotional renewal of their vows during the Eucharistic celebration either at the Apostolic/Local 

Community level. This will add more life to our religious life and commitment. Founder’s Day is the apt 

day to have the devotional renewal of our vows in order to remind ourselves to be faithful to our religious 

commitment and to recapture the spirit of the Founder. To reaffirm our faith in the relevance of his vision 

for our times and to revitalize each one of us with the same zeal and enthusiasm that led him to establish 

our Congregation. During the nine days of novena, we shall seek his intercessory power to become his 

worthy sons. Let us be inspired by the spirit, the example and the teaching of Fr. Mermier in order to 

rededicate ourselves to be at the service of the Church, the Congregation, the society and the people of God. 

The Congregation is pursuing the Cause of the Founder with determination and the committee is working 

relentlessly to promote devotion to our Founder in order to raise him to be among the saints of God. Let us 

resolve to do our best as sons of Fr. Mermier for the promotion of the Cause of the Founder in our places 

of ministry. Happy Founder’s Day. 
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A DAY OF JOYFUL CELEBRATIONS 

15th August 27, 2020 was a red-letter day in the history of Nagpur Province. On this day, the Solemnity of 

the Assumption of Mother Mary and the 73rd Independence Day of our country, we had the Installation 

Ceremony of Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy as our Provincial for a second term and the Inauguration of the Silver 

Jubilee celebrations of our Province. Fr. Bosco 

extended a warm welcome to Very Rev. Elias 

Gonsalves, the Archbishop of Nagpur. Fr. 

Jerome Pinto the Vicar General, the Provincials, 

the Apostolic Community members and other 

guests who were present. In his homily 

Archbishop Elias highlighted the role of Mary as 

a model of discipleship.  

The Installation Ceremony: It began with the 

reading of Fr. Muthuswamy’s Appointment 

Letter sent by the Superior General by Fr. 

Emmanuel. Fr. Muthuswamy then made the 

Profession of Faith and signed the Official 

Register. Fr. Patras handed over a copy of the 

Constitutions, the General Directory and The 

Introduction of the Devout Life to Fr. 

Muthuswamy.  

The Felicitation Program:  Fr. Melroy welcomed everyone and the traditional lamp was lit by some of the 

dignitaries. Fr. Muthuswamy was felicitated by the Archbishop and Fr. Jerome. He then felicitated the 

Archbishop, Fr. Jerome and the other Provincials who were present with a sapling. The Archbishop then 

unveiled the Silver Jubilee Monogram and the Jubilee Prayer. This was followed by the reading of messages 

- Superior General’s message by Fr. Patras, Fr. Agnelo Fernandes’ message by Fr. Viswas and Fr. Joseph 

Pottemmel’s message by Fr. Philip. 

Archbishop Elias then gave his message and released the E copy of the Diocesan Messenger. Fr. 

Muthuswamy gave a brief message on the growth of the Province and thanked everyone for their presence, 

good wishes and prayers. He specially thanked the Nagpur Apostolic Community members for all the trouble 

they took to organize the program.   

A brief history of the growth of Nagpur Province was shown by a PPT presentation followed by the cutting 

of the jubilee cake. During the program Fr. Melroy kept everyone alive and in a joyful mood by his witty 

jokes and riddles. He then proposed the vote of thanks and all moved to the dining room for a sumptuous 

meal.  

Fr. Peter Paul MSFS 
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MILES TO GO…. NAGPUR PROVINCE REACHES A MILESTONE 

 

Dear Confreres,  

On 15th August, 2020 the MSFS Provincialate Chapel, Nagpur witnessed the twin events of the formal 

inauguration of the Silver Jubilee Year of the bifurcation of the erstwhile Maharashtra-Goa Province into 

Nagpur and Pune Provinces and My Installation Ceremony as Provincial for my second term. The solemn 

Eucharistic celebration was presided over by His Grace Rt. Rev. Elias Gonsalves, Archbishop of Nagpur and 

witnessed by the Nagpur Apostolic Communities, along with six Provincials of other religious congregations. 

I was fortunate to witness the inauguration of Nagpur Province twenty-four years ago. The creation of Nagpur 

Province then evoked mixed feelings as many felt the division of MG. Province was not required and others 

saw it as an opportunity to grow and expand. I can vouch today that the creation of both the Provinces was 

a correct one and both have grown in terms of personnel, parishes, institutions, missions and foreign 

missions. 

 

Silver Jubilee is the time of celebration of God’s blessing. A time to acknowledge His abiding presence and 

to praise Him for all that He has done through the instrumentality of Nagpur Province for the Church and the 

people of God. As we thank God we look forward with trust and hope to continue His work. We remain ever 

grateful to the former Provincials of the erstwhile M.G. Province and in particular to Fr. Agnelo Fernandes 

who as the last Provincial prepared the Province for division. His three terms marked renewed vigor in 

religious and community life. All around growth was witnessed in M.G. Province in number of vocations, 

mission centers and institutions which ultimately paved the way for the division of the Province. I pay my 

deep respects to all the members of the Province, both living and dead. In a special way I thank all the 

Provincials who animated the members with faith, devotion and commitment.  

 Fr. Joseph Pottemmel was the first Provincial of Nagpur. He deserves our sincere gratitude and 

appreciation for leading the Province for six years with devotion, dedication and zeal at the time when the 

Province was in the infancy stage and had to adjust to the new reality of being one of the two Provinces 

established after dividing the erstwhile Maharashtra-Goa Province. 

Fr. Joseph Pulloppillil the second Provincial continued to guide the destiny of the Province for the next six 

years. He consolidated the growth of the Province and took it to the next level of growth. We extended our 

services and our presence to other states in India. 

Fr. Sebastian Annaikandathil was the next for a term of three years. A man for all seasons he did his best 

to stabilize the financial situation of the Province and inculcated a ‘Province community feeling’. He 

animated the Province with single-minded devotion, his missionary dynamism and austere life.  

 Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhyil was Provincial for six years. He initiated many projects, stabilized many 

educational institutions by adding needed infrastructure and always looked for opportunities to establish 

more centers. He motivated confreres to do their best and drew the best out of them. He provided financial 

stability to the Province. Thank you for your dedicated service.  

Silver jubilee is the occasion to celebrate our past in order to lead an inspiring life in future. It is an occasion 

to review our commitment to the Lord and to thank Him for His abundant blessings that we experience in 

our life and ministry. We praise the Lord for all He has done though our Province. Let us move ahead with 

renewed hope and rekindled missionary zeal. May the celebration bring more vibrancy among us and may 

we be blessed with more vocations. May the celebration enthuse us to remain faithful to the legacy of our 

Congregation and follow the spirit of our pioneers. By His constant blessings we have seen remarkable 
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growth. May God who begun the good work through our Founder help us to continue it through our life and 

ministry till Silver turns to Gold. 

 The growth of Nagpur Province is interesting. Numerically we have grown; at present we are more than 130 

priests and over 60 seminarians. Our ministries are mostly confined to parish ministry and educational 

apostolate. The fields of social work, innovative ministry, renewal center and vocational education are a non-

starrer in our Province. We are blessed with young, energetic and experienced confreres. Initiatives have 

been taken to empower the young members to excel in specialized ministry. We have still a long way to go 

and much more needs to be done in the coming years. We should be motivated to move forward as we have 

many areas to grow and issues that need to be addressed. The outcome of the General Chapter 2019 and the 

observations of the Fr. Superior General during his Canonical Visit to our Province last year should serve as 

the road map for us to lead a focused and committed life. We should wake up from our slumber and get our 

priorities correct. 

 Primacy should be given to personnel and community life, and to be faithful to the common community 

practices. Our life must be based on our Constitutions, General Directory and Statutes of our Province. 

Confreres should grow in their quality of discipleship.  Our religious life and ministry must be inter-related; 

it must be the outcome of our life lived in the Lord. 

We have started a number of schools in the recent past but we still need to be professional and run them 

based on sound managerial principles. They are not to be left only to the heads of the institutions to be 

administered as per his likes and dislikes. We need promotion of quality and training of the staff. Our present 

approach to education has much to be desired. Our Province should move away from education centric to 

more and challenging and creative ministries. Renewal of Christian life, pioneering evangelization, social 

work, establishment of renewal centers are some important issues that we need to address to in the coming 

years. 

As I begin my second innings as Provincial, I humbly accept this demanding and challenging task of 

animating the Province for three more years. I am here because you provided acceptability and the Superior 

General appointed me for another term. I must confess candidly that I have no personnel agenda save the 

tasks that I have stated before you. I will continue to encourage, motivate and challenge you to grow in your 

religious life as Fransalians, following the spirituality of our Patron and the method of our Founder Fr. 

Mermier. Do everything within your power to excel in your ministry that the Province has entrusted to you. 

You are called to provide leadership in your place of your ministry to offer quality service and challenge 

people to grow and make a difference in lives of the people entrusted to your loving care. We need to draw 

grace and strength from the Eucharistic Lord and deepen our experience of our Master. Like Jesus let us do 

the will of our Heavenly Father. Our Fransalian spirituality of our Heavenly Patron and the legacy and 

method of our Founder provide us values and guidelines to move forward in our lives.  Let us rise up to the 

demands of our lives as MSFS and work with love, determination and zeal to spread God’s love to one and 

all. 
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A SYMBOL THAT SPEAKS VOLUMES… 

The Cross stands as a symbol of Creation, Incarnation, Resurrection, and Redemption. It’s a story of 

God being deeply in love with His people. 

A Symbol Narrates a Story- Our World is full of symbols and they are stories. We are set-up in a 

digital world surrounded by manifold Icons, Symbols, and Signs. With a click on an icon we get a whole new 

world on our desktop, laptop, and palmtop. Today, we have ‘Cross’ as an icon narrating a story, unfolding a 

symbol and designating it into a logo. This logo now reminisces the story of the past 25 years of MSFS in 

the Nagpur Province. The Jubilee year symbol indicates our identity, our ministry, our ethos, our apostolate 

and our way of existence. 

 

• The logo is structured like the Google Map location- meaning- we Fransalians of Nagpur have 

arrived at the present location. A milestone is achieved... a milestone of memories of the mission, 

a milestone of challenges and opportunities. 

• The Olive leaves personifies the youthfulness of the Province. 

• The colour Orange speaks of the fire, the zeal and the passion with which the senior confreres 

have served the Province. The fiery torch of legacy has now been passed on to the young confreres 

to keep the flame burning brightly  . 

• The Cross and the religious life are inseparable. The Cross in the centre and right on high 

represents the Fransalians who have always kept the Cross in the centre of their mission and have 

held it high. 

• The Stars speak of the achievements in the lifetime of the Province. They also limn the persons 

of our departed confreres. 

• The Three Icons- 

1. The Book signifies our Apostolate of Education,  

2. The Youth symbolizes our Apostolate to the young ones of the Church and the parish 

mission. 

3. The Ship on tidal waters indicates our apostolate of Overseas and challenging 

mission. 

• The Tagline: Celebrating God’s Graciousness. 

• Let this Jubilee Year be a year of celebration of God’s Graciousness, His faithfulness, and 

our Commitment. 

 

God Bless our Province. 
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                               THE SILVER  

                       JUBILEE PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

O God our Father, we thank you for your goodness and kindness. You have given us the honor and privilege 

to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of our Province. We are deeply grateful to you for this undeserved and generous 

grace.  

We place in your hands our past, and surrender it to your mercy;  

the present to your loving guidance;  

and the future, to your providence.  

We present to you our failures and ask pardon;  

We present to you our achievements. May they give you glory and praise.  

We promise to do better, discerning always your will.  

We rededicate ourselves to the mission of Christ, inspired by the zeal of our Founder, Fr. Mermier; rooted 

in the purity of love, guided by our Patron, St. Francis de Sales and sustained by the courage and Compassion 

of Mary, our Mother of Sorrows. 

 

Lord, Increase in us 

Apostolic boldness and zeal for prayer, 

Joyful faithfulness to our religious consecration through poverty, 

chastity and obedience, 

Sensitivity to people and concern for the poor, 

 Fraternal communion at the service of the mission. 

Lord, inspire us and teach us 

To give of our best, and give priority to You and to Your Word, 

To be positive in attitude, self-sacrificing, hardworking and 

enthusiastic 

Lord, enable us 

To be inspiring leaders and missionaries, not enterprising 

managers. 

To be men of God, not worldly administrators. 

 To be attached to God, not to our gadgets and comforts. 

 To be enlightened and resourceful. 

Loving and merciful Father, Send afresh on each of us the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit. Renewed with your power and special graces of 

this Jubilee Year, may we serve you and your mission with zeal and 

generosity. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

NB: The Silver Jubilee Prayer is to be recited daily from 15th August 2020 to 14th August 2021 
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MESSAGE FROM, FR. SUPERIOR GENERAL ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION 

OF THE SILVER JUBILEE  OF NGPURUR  PROVINCE 

 

 

                               CONGREGATION OF THE MISSIONARIES OF SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES 

Casa Generalizia 

MISSIONARI DI S. FRANCESCO DI SALES, 

Via delle Testuggini 21,ROMA 

superiorgeneralmsfs@gmail.com 

 

SG-AB2 20-129 

 

To 

Rev. Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy, MSFS 

Provincial Superior of Nagpur Province, 

Nagpur, INDIA 

 

 

Dear Father Provincial and members of Nagpur Province, 

 

I greet you with the love and peace of our Lord! Happy Feast of the Assumption of our Blessed 

Mother and Independence Day! 

 

In these days of lockdown and pandemic, we are all going through social distancing and quarantine which 

take us to virtualization and online contacts. Pandemics are a challenge for our identity and life in 

communities and our apostolates. But we shall be strongly committed to overcoming the pandemic through 

our wholehearted cooperation with the instructions and directives from civil and health authorities. 

 

I congratulate you as you assume your office as Provincial of Nagpur Province for a second term. Iam glad 

to know that Nagpur Province is starting its Silver Year on August 16, 2020. Coincidentally, your second 

term begins with the opening of the Silver Jubilee of the Province. 

 

As you inaugurate the Jubilee Year together with your installation, I am united with you and the Province 

Community with sentiments of gratitude for all the blessings from God. I am glad to know that Archbishop, 

His Excellency Most Rev. Elias Gonsalves, is with you to bless us with his presence and prayers on this 

auspicious day. 

 

Born on August 16, 1996, from the erstwhile Maharashtra-Goa Province, Nagpur Province has grown into a 

large Province with a mission Delegation in Mozambique and several new missions in India and Africa, and 

confreres in different countries of the world. It is encouraging to note that the missionary dynamism of the 

confreres in the Province responds to the needs of the times and places in docility to the Holy Spirit. The 

Providence of God, present in the life of our Congregation from the very beginning, will renew our 

missionary drive towards holiness and living of our Charism for the mission of Christ. 

 

In this Jubilee Year, let me place before you three considerations: 

 

1. We remind ourselves that we have a missionary identity that is to live in a religious community radiating 

MSFS ness and the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. This is the lifestyle given to us by our venerable 

Founder Fr. Peter Mermier. I invite you and the Province community to reflect upon and translate into 

practice the ways of putting our Charism at the center of our life in dialogue with the Church and the world 

at large. Always remain identified with our Charism and the roots of the Congregation in your vision and 

planning for the Province! 
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2. Good community life is a fruit of vocation and relation with God. If our relationship with God weakens, 

our community life disintegrates and collapses. The Jubilee year is time to give attention to the family spirit 

and make choices to facilitate authentic brotherly relationships with participation and sharing of our spiritual 

and apostolic life. 

 

3. Pope Francis often reminds us, consecrated men, to be missionaries of the Gospel and not NGOs or officers 

of the 'sacred'. We ask ourselves how to be shepherds of the people with the smell of the sheep, of the poor, 

the sick, of the troubled, and those in search of God. In response to our foundational Charism of Parish 

Mission Preaching, Nagpur Province needs a Center for Spirituality and a Parish Mission Preaching Team 

to reach out to those hungry for God. I wish and pray that these long-awaited ministries become a Jubilee 

gift of the Province to the Church in India. 

 

Thanking God for what has been accomplished through the Province by the members of the Province under 

the leadership of various Provincials, praying for a renewal of the Province during this Jubilee Year, and 

seeking the intercession of St. Francis de Sales and Mother of Compassion, I remain united with you to 

celebrate what the Almighty has done for us. 

 

Congratulations as Nagpur Province turns SILVER! 

 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Father Abraham VETTUVELIL, MSFS August 06, 2020 

Superior General Feast of the Transfiguration 

 

CONVOKING THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 2020 

 
 

A Provincial Congress/Chapter is to be convoked by the Provincial within three months of assuming his 

office. Our Constitutions give us the option to convoke either a Provincial Congress or Chapter.  

Considering the serious conditions prevailing, due to the outbreak of pandemic Covid 19, the uncertainty of 

the normalization of the present condition, increased number of perpetually professed members, the related 

inconvenience of organization; and in order to attract better and quality contribution, it has been decided to 

have a Provincial Chapter this time.   

It is in consultation with Rev. Fr. Superior General and as per the provisions of the Constitutions I hereby 

convoke the Provincial Chapter of Nagpur Province from 12th to 16th November 2020. It shall begin on 

12th November with lunch and end on 16th November with lunch. The theme of the Chapter is - Renewed 

Community Life to Revitalize our Foundational Apostolates in the Spirit of our Charism. 

The theme reflects the focus of our last General Chapter - MSFS Wake Up To The Basics. Our consecrated 

life must find its expression in the charism of the Congregation. There cannot be any genuine living of our 

consecrated life without taking into account the particular charism of the Congregation that one belongs to.  

Our chosen theme invites the entire Province to renew the basics of the MSFS way of life. 

The Provincial Chapter is a symbol of fraternal union and a forum of collective discernment and 

accountability for the life and mission of the entire Province. (Const. 234) The whole Province will have to 

be so well prepared that it becomes truly an occasion for a thorough evaluation, discovery of greater inner 

strength and a joint attempt to find ways and means to make the spiritual life and mission of the Province 

more vibrant and effective. It is obligatory on the part of all members to participate wholeheartedly in the 

preparation of the Chapter. (Const. 235) All communities are requested to pray for the success of the Chapter 

during the regular spiritual devotional activities. It is a spiritual event by which all of us are expected to gain 

inner strength to make the mission of Jesus more vibrant and people-oriented. 
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THEME PAPER FOR THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 2020 

 

 The theme of the Provincial Chapter is “Renewed Community Life to Revitalize our Foundational 

Apostolate in the Spirit of our Charism”. An orientation paper on the above theme with a questionnaire 

will help the Province to focus on various aspects of our life, mission and ministry. The paper will help the 

members to understand the theme and its relevance and provide deep knowledge and understanding. 

Members are encouraged to study, assess and evaluate our Province. The Conveners of the Apostolic 

Communities will call for a common meeting, prepare a report and send the soft copy to the Provincial 

Secretary. They should plan well in advance and encourage all the members to be present for this important 

meeting. The soft copy of the approach paper and the questionnaire will be dispatched shortly to the Superiors 

of the Local Communities, who will supply hard copies to the Members of the Community. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

On 28th August 2020 Fr. Provincial convened a meeting of the Nagpur Apostolic Community to appoint a 

Steering Committee to oversee the planning and preparation for the Provincial Chapter 2020. The members 

had a detailed discussion regarding preparation for the Chapter and finalized the members of the Steering 

Committee. The Steering Committee will have its meeting within a fortnight to finalize the program. Various 

duties were assigned to the members to ensure a successful Provincial Chapter.  

Chairperson:  Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy  

Convener: Fr. Melroy Almeida 

Members:  Fr. William Anthony 

                        Fr. Patras Tirkey  

                        Fr. Emmanuel  

                        Fr. Bosco 

                        Fr. Amalraju 

                        Fr.Vishwas  

                        Fr. Manu Joseph 

 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS OF THE CHAPTER- 2020: 

 

The participants of the Provincial Chapter are comprised of ex-officio members and elected delegates with 

the right to vote. (Const. 237) The ex-officio members are the out-going Provincial Councilors and Bursar, 

Rectors of Formation Houses, the Director of Novices, and Delegation Superiors of Germany and 

Mozambique. There will be two representatives from the Scholastics. For the election of delegates, all the 

confreres in India are divided into four Electoral Colleges, clubbing different apostolic communities. Each 

Electoral College will vote to select delegates from their group. Mozambique mission will have one delegate 

besides the Delegation Superior. In the election of delegates to the Provincial Chapter, the ex-officio 

members of the Chapter are not allowed to vote. To be elected as a delegate to the chapter one should get 

absolute majority in the first ballot. If the result is inconclusive then there will be a second ballot for which 

only a relative majority is required. The process of elections will be done through E-Voting and the details 

of it will be communicated to the eligible members by mail. The E-Voting process will begin soon after the 

feast of Our Lady of Compassion. I solicit your co-operation and support in completing the process of 

election to decide the delegates of the chapter. A committee consisting of Fr. Patras Tirkey, Fr. William 

Anthony and Fr.  Manu Joseph is appointed to oversee the election of the delegates for the Provincial Chapter 

2020. 
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Ex - Officio Members 

J.B.Muthuswamy 

William Antony 

Patras Tirkey        

Paul Varambinakam 

Anthony Amaladoss 

Lalit Tigga 

Benedict De Souza 

George Kurickal 

Sandeep Tirkey 

Michael Raj   

Henry Nedumkallel 

 

Electoral College 1 Delegates- 5 

Melroy Almeida 

Amal Raju B 

Manu Joseph 

Bosco P. 

Austin Correia 

Cyriac Velikkattel 

Jose Parampukattil 

Philip Maleparambil 

Pius Gonsalves 

Raphael Xalxo 

Thomas Vadakumpadam  

Joseph Kalekattil 

Telesfor Lakra 

Vishwas Torne 

Peter Paul  

Anto Thomas 

Joseph Plathottam 

Simplicio Rocha 

Thomas Kuttiankal 

Emmanuel Vattamattam 

Joseph Pullopillil 

Albin Joseph 

Peter Kujur 

 

 

Electoral College - 2  

Delegates-5 

Lazarus Soreng 

Ignathi Kshirsagar 

Nobit K 

Shijumon M 

Sylbester Xalxo 

Johnson Parikappally 

John Parkhe 

Michael Toppo 

Shantwan Khutekar 

Ramesh Abraham 

Joe Denis 

Marcus Ruptake 

Sudhir Kujur 

Kulandai Raj  

Allan Gonsalves 

Manoj Tirkey 

Ignatius D’Costa 

Lijohn. K 

Joseph Mudavankunnel 

Arun P. 

John Dive 

John Carvalho  

Solomon Sahayaraj 

 

Electoral College 3 Delegates- 5 

Domy Vallomkunnel 

Jomon Mathew  

Rijo Mechery  

Saiju Vettukallel 

Peter Thomas 

Deepak Kindo 

Ambrose Minj 

Anson Kaliyath                                                                                     

Vincent Minj 

Christu Raja 

Peter Dominic                

Anil Pandit 

Anil George  

Arun Ekka 

Jnanamani  

Kamil Tete 

Roshan Tigga  

Santhosh Kumar 

Joseph Kailamangalam 

Deepak Baa 

Electoral College 4  

Delegates-5  

Sujit Minz 

Daniel Bara 

Barnabas Xalxao 

Anand Kullu 

Cyprian Dung Dung 

Rakesh Kerketta 

Bijay Kerketa 

Mathew Kodmullil  

John Ruptake 

Richard Tirkey 

Oscar Kujur 

Emil Tirky  

Vinayanad Kartru  

Gijo Francis                                                            

Scaria Kadamkulam 

Joseph Arulaj 

Anto Varghese 

Issac John 

Lalji Pattatil 

Henry Peter 

Anto Deepak 

Hilarious Tirkey 

John Peter 

 

Electoral College 5 

Delegate -1 

Sanjay Lakara  

Amit Tirkey 

Ruben Gilbert  

 

 

THE HISTORY OF NAGPUR PROVINCE - A NEW PROJECT 

 

It has been decided to constitute a team to write the history of Nagpur Province. Nagpur Province has been 

growing since its bifurcation from the erstwhile M. G. Province.  Our Congregation has a history of 175 years 

since the arrival of our six confreres at Yanam, Andhra Pradesh. This year we are commemorating this 

historical event in India. We are not adept at maintaining records of the past. It is very important that we 

undertake such a project to recapture our missionary dynamism, to recapture our work and identity as 

Fransalians and make it available to the present and future generations. I have been encouraging our local 

communities of the need to have a comprehensive history of our missions and institutions. I request you to 

extend every possible to help to the team to recapture the story of the growth of your centers. I am sure it will 

inspire the future generation of missionaries to undertake such ventures. I have no reason to doubt that the 

future MSFS will gain from our experiences, successes, failures and achievements. What we will be doing 

will become history for the future generations to continue the work of the Lord. 

The Members of the Committee are: 
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Chief Editor: Fr. Alphonse Arokiyaswamy  

Literary Editor: Fr. P.M. Joseph                        

Contributory Editors: Fr. Melroy Almeida 

                                      Fr. George Kurickal 

       Fr. Manoj Tirkey 

     Fr. Anthony Amaldoss 

       Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam 

       Fr. Yobu Melkie Sadek 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE PROVINCE  

 

ORDINATION OF FR. SANTOSH KUMAR 

 

God has been gracious to bless me abundantly specially during these days of COVID-19 a time of suffering 

and unimaginable situation of the world. I am grateful to God for helping me to reach the altar to celebrate the 

Eucharist and to be His witness by living the Eucharist in my daily life. I was ordained as priest on 30th June 

2020 at 10.30 am at the MSFS Provincialate, Trichy. I 

was ordained by Rt. Rev. Dr. J. Susaimanickam DD the 

Bishop of Sivagangai. Rev. Fr. K. Ignaci Muthu MSFS 

the Provincial of South East India Province was the 

Provincial Delegate.   

I remain grateful to all my Provincials right from 2008 

to 2020 for assisting me during my formation years. I 

will always remain grateful to all my Rectors, Novice 

Master, formators and professors who helped me in 

different ways. Thanks to my benefactors and 

companions for their love and support. I say a big 

‘Thank You’ especially to Fr. Melroy for helping me to 

prepare myself spiritually for my ordination. He was 

kind enough to share with me his reflections and experiences of religious life and guide me during my retreat. 

I was ordained a priest along with four deacons of South East Province - Arul Justin, Naveen, Michael Raja, 

Desus.  

Being the days of lock down there were a lot of restrictions and the Government rules had to be strictly 

followed. For the ordination mass there were a limited number of people. Our MSFS Fathers, a few Sisters 

and only five family members of each Deacon to be ordained. In spite of all these limitations we had an 

inspiring liturgical celebration and a joyful celebration thereafter. I wish to thank all those who took the trouble 

to make all the necessary arrangements and made it a memorable day for us.  Please continue supporting me 

with your prayers as I too assure all of you of fond remembrance at the daily Eucharistic sacrifice. May God 

use me as His instrument ‘To Radiate His Love’ and to always remain faithful to my call. 

 

 Fr. Santosh Kumar MSFS 
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THE FIRST MSFS MOZAMBICAN PRIEST 

 

8th August 2020 was a joyful day for the MSFS Family of Mozambique. We all witnessed the ordination of 

Dn. Moises Goma Supaida to the priesthood. The 

Holy Mass began with a solemn procession of all the 

faithful - the dançarinas, acolytes, the clergy, the 

Delegation Superior Rev. Fr. Henry Nedumkallel 

and the Bishop to the altar of God. Moises was 

accompanied by his parents and godparents and was 

ordained by Rt. Rev. Diamantino Guapo Antunes, 

Bishop of Tete Diocese. During the ordination 

liturgy the people expressed their joy by singing 

loudly, clapping and mthungululu - a religious way 

of whistling.  

In his homily, the Bishop emphasized that priests 

should be the salt of the earth and the light of the 

world. Fr. Moises was welcomed into the priesthood by the clergy keeping in mind the restrictions of greetings 

put in place by the health organization. It was a good windy day and besides Catholics many others came to 

witness the solemn event.  

After the mass there were speeches by Moises, his parents, godparents and the parish priest. Rev. Fr. Henry 

thanked God for the first MFSF priest from Mozambique and his parents for offering him for God’s service 

through the MSFS Congregation. The Bishop too addressed the gathering. Then the people came forward to 

wish Moises and offered him their gifts. On 9th Fr. Moises celebrated his first Mass in the presence of Rev. Fr. 

Henry, the family members, a few friends and a few faithful.  

Bro. Desidério João  

 

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW DOCTOR OF OUR PROVINCE 

 

On behalf of the Province I Heartily Congratulate Fr. Alphonse Arockiaswamy for completing his Doctorate 

in Systematic Theology on the topic “The 

Ecclesiology of Vatican Council II: A Critical Study 

on the Church as ‘People of God’ in Lumen 

Gentium. He shares with us the following: 

Every life is a tapestry of experiences beautifully 

intertwined with joys and struggles. I look back at my 

story over the last few years with much gratitude. 

Having completed my doctoral studies, with gratitude 

to the Lord and to the Province, I would like to briefly 

share about my life and studies in Germany. After 

completing my Licentiate in Bangalore, I was given the opportunity to pursue higher studies in Rome. Upon 

completing the Italian course, I was informed that it was difficult to get a scholarship. Meanwhile I also 

completed two levels of German course. Then through the efforts of Fr. A. M. Sebastian (the then Provincial) 

and Fr. Francis V, I received a scholarship from the Diocese of Bamberg.  
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I reached Munich with great enthusiasm hoping to complete my studies within three years. But upon meeting 

my guide, I realised that the study in a secular University like Munich had more demands. I must confess I 

wanted to discontinue and return to India. However, considering the confidence the Province had placed on 

me, I decided to take up the studies with all its challenges. Besides the German course, I had to master Latin, 

Hebrew and Greek each lasting a year. Believe me it was really tough simultaneously doing seven seminars 

in German. I had to struggle with new languages, a new culture and the severe European winters.  

While attending language classes I also concentrated on my Doctoral thesis. Munich University has its own 

style of functioning. After submitting my thesis, I had to wait for more than a year as my guide was also 

guiding many other students. To make matters worse, I lost an entire year due to a shoulder operation. 

Loneliness, sickness and pain took a heavy toll on me. I wanted to return to India but the constant motivation 

of my friends and confreres; above all my constant prayer moments, brought my work to a successful end.  

I would like to thank Fr. A.M. Sebastian who encouraged me to do my doctorate. Thanks to Fr. Francis V. 

who got me a scholarship. He helped me to start my life in this new land. I sincerely thank Msgr. George 

Kestel, the Vicar General of Bamberg. His financial support and constant encouragement helped me in my 

ecclesiastical educative journey. Special thanks to my doctoral guide Prof. Dr. Bertram Stubenrauch and to 

Prof. Dr. Dominic Veliath SDB for their constant guidance. I also thank Fr. Jacob K. and his Council, and Fr. 

Muthuswamy and his Council for their support and encouragement. I remember with gratitude Fr. Thomas 

Chozhithara (East Africa Province) and Fr. Binoy Veliath (North East Province) for their timely guidance 

during the initial stages in the University. I sincerely acknowledge Fr. Michael Raj (Delegate Superior), our 

Nagpur Confreres in Germany and Fr. Michael Selvans (South East Province) who stood by me, especially 

when I had my shoulder operation. I also thank the parishioners of Malersdorf. Thanks to all the confreres in 

GAH and in India for their prayers and good wishes.  

Rev. Dr. Alphonse Arockiaswamy MSFS 

PUNE PROVINCE CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF GRACE 

& RE-INSTALLATION OF THE PROVINCIAL 

The celebration of the Silver Jubilee of our Province along with the Re-Installation of the Provincial Rev. Fr. 

Jayaseelan Selvaraj MSFS was held on 10th August 

2020. The celebration began at 11.00 am with the Holy 

Eucharist presided over by Rev Fr. Jayaseelan Selvaraj 

MSFS, along with the con–celebrants Fr. Noel Rebello, 

Fr. Mario D’Souza, Fr. Vincent Lourdswamy, Fr. Tony 

Prem, Fr. Santosh Salve and Fr. Andrew SJ, Jesuit 

Provincial of Pune Province.  Confreres from Pune and 

Mumbai Apostolic Communities and a few more 

confreres, along with Holy Cross Sisters and Sisters of 

other Congregations were also present. Fr. Noel in his 

homily shared on how the Province began its journey 

and has now reached the glorious Silver Year. All this 

was possible only by the efforts put in by all the 

confreres.  After the Eucharist the Stone in commemoration of the Silver Footsteps of the Province was blessed 

by Rev Fr. Jayaseelan and all the Former Provincials. Then the Silver Jubilee Prayer was recited. This was 

followed by a Felicitation Program organized by the Shaanwadi Community and later all joined for the 

Fellowship Meal. 

 Deacon Anabarasu MSFS 
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INAUGURATION OF THE SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION AROUND THE PROVINCE 

 

“What thanks can we render Thee for the gifts Thou hast showered on us? Every day we will sing Your praise 

and glory. Alleluia.” Twenty-Five years have gone by in the life of the Nagpur Province. It is a time to turn 

back and give thanks to the Almighty and also to introspect. Twenty-Five years is a long journey; it gives a 

sense of pride and fulfilment. It is also a humbling experience.  

A sense of pride and fulfilment because the plans and purposes which seem far beyond one’s reach has been 

achieved or is in the process of being achieved. So, a strong desire to turn towards God and thank Him for 

showering His graces on the members and on its projects. We express our gratitude for keeping everyone 

healthy and focused on the mission. All thanks to the Almighty for His constant care and guidance. A sense 

of being humble because all that we have accomplished was not with our own strength and know how. We 

really don’t deserve all the credit. It was He who called us and entrusted to us the projects. Irrespective of our 

strength and weakness He entrusted His vineyard to us; hence all credit to Him. Jubilees are milestones to 

pause and look back; to thank God and then proceed further, knowing well that it is He who accompanies us. 

It is always He who walks and works along with persons. 
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The last Provincial Superior of the erstwhile Maharashtra-Goa Province, Rev. Fr. Angelo Fernandes (1987- 

96) proposed the bifurcation at the Provincial Congress held from 9th -14th November 1993. The General 

Chapter held in 1995 gave its approval for the division. Nagpur Province came into being on 15th August 1996. 

Rev.Fr. Joseph Pottemmel was its first Provincial Superior. The Nagpur Province was carved out so as to be 

more effective in the mission which spread far and wide. At the invitation of Bishops the Provincials took up 

many new challenging missions. Those who were chosen as pioneers had to learn new languages and adapt to 

new cultures. The work went on in the pastoral as well as educational fields in all earnestness, in rural and 

urban areas, both in India and abroad. The pioneers worked tirelessly to ensure that the work was done, not 

bothering about their health or comforts. We fondly remember them with deep gratitude.  To those who have 

returned to the Father, may they enjoy being in His loving presence.  

 

Rev. Fr. Muthuswamy, the Provincial Superior, had informed the superiors, during the Superiors’ Meet, of 

the upcoming event and impressed upon them the importance of the event. On 16th August each of the 

Apostolic Communities, celebrated the Silver Jubilee with joy. During the Eucharist the Lord was thanked 

and praised for the wonders He had done through mere human beings. The stalwarts were remembered for 

their enterprising spirit in the growth of the Province. Those who are no more were also remembered and 

prayed for the repose of their souls. Being in lockdown on account of Covid 19 only a few parishioners and 

religious could join in the celebrations.  

I conclude with a verse from Robert Frost’s poem ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’.   

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,  

But I have promises to keep,  

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

Long Live Nagpur Province. Live Jesus! 

Fr. Peter DominicMSFS 

 

 

 

RESULTS OF BOARD EXAMS - 2020 

 

I am very pleased to inform you all that our schools have done extremely well in the recently held board 

exams. The outstanding performances of our students show our commitment to academic excellence and 

dedication of the heads of our intuitions, religious staff, collaborators and teachers to promote an efficient 

learning atmosphere. We appreciate their hard-earned success and encourage them to prepare the students well 

for the forthcoming exams. There is a lot of uncertainty of exams as the schools have yet to begin the academic 

year 2020-21. I am aware most of the schools are providing online education to ensure that the lockdown does 

not affect our students academically. We extend our special Congratulations to S.F.S. School, Neemuch. The 

first batch of students have achieved cent percent results. We hope and pray that schools in India will resume 

regular classes at least after Diwali vacation 
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Serial 

No. 
Name of School 10th / 12th Appeared Passed 

Pass Above Above Highe

st 

Perce

ntage 
Percentage 60% 80% 

1 S.F.S. School, Seraikella ICSE- 10th     68 68 100 60 22 96.2 

2 
S.F.S. Sr. Sec. School, 

Janakpuri, New Delhi 

CBSE- 12th   194 191 98.4 193 124 97.4 

CBSE- 10th   228 221 96.9 195 106 97.2 

3 
S.F.S. Hr. Sec. School, 

JHAJJAR 

CBSE- 12th 21 21 100% 7 14 94.4 

CBSE- 10th 63 63 100% 25 38 97 

4 
Gyan Mata Vidya Vihar 

NANDED 
CBSE- 10th  198 193 97.47 167 82 97.8 

5 S.F.S. School, Nimkheda CBSE- 10th 19 19 100 13 8 94 

6 

St. John's High School, 

Nagpur-English Medium 

State Board 

10th  
223 223 100 168 69 94.2 

Hindi Medium 
State Board 

10th  
47 47 100 24 3 87.2 

7 
St John’s Public School 

Nagpur 
CBSE 10th  33 31 94 13 10 97 

8 
St. Mary's High School, 

Jalna 
SSC Board 189 189 100 188 122 97.2 

9 
St. Mary's English 

School, Kinwat 

SSC 

Board 
61 61 100 19 42 94.2 

10 
SFS SCHOOL, 

NEEMUCH 
CBSE 10th  21 21 100 17 7 93.8 

  

Fr. Anthony Amaladoss MSFS   

 

OUR ANNUAL PROVINCE RETREAT - 2020 

 

I would like inform all of you that on account of the Pandemic, our Annual Province Retreat will be conducted 

online from 11th to 15th November 2020. It will begin at 9.00 pm on 11th November and conclude on 16th 

November by lunch time. I request all of you to keep yourselves free for this important spiritual event. All 

must attend the retreat without exception.  The time-table of the retreat will be given in my next newsletter. 

 As per the General Directory of our Congregation, the annual retreat is an obligatory Province community 

exercise (80). Every confrere is duty bound to attend this annual practice without fail. If anyone is not able to 

attend the annual retreat he must inform the Provincial Superior stating the reason for his absence. He will 

have to take part in another retreat and intimate the same to the Provincial without fail. Local superiors must 

ensure that none of their community members miss this annual spiritual practice. 
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WEBINARS ON ONGOING FORMATION PROGRAMMES 

1: BEING TRUE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES LIKE THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

An online meet of confreres of Nagpur Province working in parishes and missions was held on 18th June 2020. 

Confreres working in India, Mozambique, Europe and the US took part in the web meet. It was a unique 

experience; not physically meeting but still being able to listen to each other, learn of the challenges we face 

on account of the Pandemic, and how one has to innovate to continue being helpful and relevant to the people 

we serve. At the request of our Provincial Fr. Muthuswamy, a webinar was conducted by Fr. Denis Lemos 

MSFS of Pune Province on 3rd August 2020 on the theme Missionary Disciples - 2020. Mrs Adele Pereira, a 

lay Catholic leader of Mumbai Archdiocese, also shared about the laity’s expectations of the priests of today. 

 

Fr. Denis posed the following questions: What is the significance of religion today? What is our role as pastors 

in the midst of this Pandemic? Does the priesthood have a role other than maintaining Churches? Is there more 

to the priesthood than fulfilling rituals and administering sacraments? Where is the Good Shepherd leading 

His pastors today?  

 

The Corona Pandemic has revealed that there is life outside the Church that needs our attention. Pastors have 

to develop a compassionate heart like that of Jesus, throbbing for the poor and the outcaste. Many priests are 

in their rectories not knowing what to do. Why? It is basically because for many priests, the centre of our 

action is the Church, the liturgy, the cult and the institution. Many leaders are interested more in territorial 

expansion with fancy institutions, almost forgetting their primary purpose to evangelize. 

 

This Pandemic is a God given time for internal purification of the Church and especially the clergy and 

religious. It is a time for contemplation, for renewal, to return to the Lord, turn around and walk in the way of 

the Lord - a time for pastors to walk the talk, to live their sermons, to carry Jesus to the poorest of the poor; a 

time for pastors to dirty their hands and even take the risk of getting infected while reaching out to the lost 

sheep. 

 

Mission includes not only verbal proclamation but healing action as well. It strives not just for Church growth 

but for total and integral liberation of human and cosmic history into the fullness of the Kingdom of God. The 

centre of Jesus’ mission was the people to whom He was sent. He went to the least and the lost, the last and 

the anawim. He drew His strength from His relationship with His Father. The pastor needs to visit, listen, learn 

and empathize. Therefore, the call is to look after the people, to focus on their life situations and not be worried 

about building magnificent structures or mere performance of various rituals. We need to be concerned and 

involved in the lives of the people we are sent to serve. 

 

Fr. George Kurickal MSFS 

 

2: CALLED TO BE EFFECTIVE LEADERS 

A seminar for the Superiors of the Communities of Nagpur Province was held on 11th August from 9.00 am 

12.30 pm. It was conducted by Fr. Trevor D’Souza OFM. Fr. Manu Joseph called down God’s blessings on 

the participants through a bhajan and a prayer to the Holy Spirit. The Provincial, Fr. Muthuswamy then 

welcomed Fr. Trevor and introduced him to the participants. He also welcomed all the participants and 

reminded them that they are the link between Local Communities and the Provincial. Fr. Trevor then took 

over and began his session.  

The opening shot was a question: As a Superior ‘Who am I’? I am a Leader, a Manager and a Steward of 

the Organization. 

I] As a Leader I have to: 1) Give Leadership. 2) Give Clarity of Vision and Mission. 3) Provide Motivation 

to the Members. 4) Move towards Achievement of Goals and Objectives.   
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II] As a Manager I have to Manage the Affairs of the Organization:   1) Effectively Utilize Resources for 

Optimum Development. 2) Place people in the Right Places at the Right Time. 3) Utilize all Resources. 

III] As a Steward I have to: 1) Be at the Service of the Kingdom: Jesus preached the Kingdom [Mk 1/15]. 

Servant Leadership [Jn 13/1-15]       2) Accountable, Transparent, Responsible, Honest and Credible. We all 

need to take the vow of Honesty. Accountable to God, Myself and Neighbour. Every day we are writing our 

obituary.    

We have a Responsibility to Accomplish the Mission entrusted to us by Jesus.  

MINISTRY OF ADMINISTRATON: 

Aspects that will affect us: General, Financial, Property and Human Resource. Have a Profile of - the 

Organization; Properties; People. Need Clarity of the Vision and Mission. Each role has to be fitted well in 

my life - Leader, Manager, Steward. Unfortunately we are neglecting Honesty, Training and Managerial 

Competencies and giving importance mainly to Spiritual Life. 

FEATURES OF TODAY’S ORGANIZATIONS:      

1) A Fast-Moving World: Mergers, Acquisitions, Outsourcing. 

2) Management: Less Hierarchical; More Horizontal. 

3) Successful Manager: Recognizes the need to adapt to change. 

We need to update exiting skills and learn new skills. 

Tasks of Modern Managers – Chairing/attending meetings; conducting staff appraisals; delegating tasks; 

regular correspondence; supervising different works; answering phone calls; meeting customers, benefactors, 

friends, clients; negotiating with architects, engineers, lawyers, auditors, etc. 

Skills Needed: Interpersonal Skills; Time Management; Communication – spoken and written. 

Five Basic Areas of Management: 1) Making Decisions. 2) Delegating Responsibilities. 3) Motivating 

People – appreciate, recognize, encourage. 4) Managing Teams - share, discuss, decide. 5) Managing Meetings 

– Agenda has to be properly prepared: time, place, procedures, moderator, minutes and evaluation. Move from 

Discussing to Decision 

Special Techniques: 1) Presenting Successfully - give details; facts and figures. 2) Negotiating Successfully 

– like driving on a narrow road.     3) Interviewing People. 

Important for Managers: Managing and adapting to change; Coping with stress.  

Educational Qualifications for Managers: Sociology, Psychology, Law, Finance, Human Resource 

Management, etc. 

Hard Skills Needed: Marketing, Accounting, Handling Labour, Net Working. 

Soft Skills Needed: Genuine concern; No prejudices; Flexibility and Adaptability; Tolerance; Dedication. 

Organization Needs to Have: 1) A clear vision of its mission.  2) Clarity of its goals. 3) Knowledge of 

the strengths and weaknesses. 4) Knowledge of the skills and talents - have Synergy rather than Jealousy. 5) 

Regular training programs and practices. 6) Appreciation, recognition, rewards and security for its members. 

Have a clear a staffing policy and training of youngsters. 7) Pooling together of talents, minds, knowledge, 

resources. Jesus’ Prayer for Unity, “Father that they may be one just as You and I are one.” [Jn 17/21] 

Remember we share in one Baptism, one Bread, one Cup, one Lord and one Father of us all.  
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Team Work: 1) Clarification of Tasks. 2) Delegation of Responsibility. 3) Allocation of Jobs. 4) Team 

Building Exercises: they help in removing distrust. Personal Appreciation and Acknowledgement should be 

in the public forum. Correction should be in the private forum. The Largest Room is the room for Self-

Improvement.  

Vote of Thanks: On behalf of the participants, the Provincial, Fr. Muthuswamy expressed his thanks to Fr. 

Trevor for the webinar and for giving clarity and practicality of our leadership role as Superiors of our 

Communities. He also thanked all the twenty-eight Superiors for attending the webinar. He said that we need 

to be patient, sensitive and trust in God.  

He then gave instructions regarding the celebration of the Silver Jubilee Year of the Province. On 16th 

August, we need to come together as members of Apostolic Communities for a Thanksgiving Mass. In the 

Communities the Silver Jubilee Prayer has to be said every day. On 15th August the Installation of the 

Provincial and the Inauguration of the Silver Jubilee Year will be held at the Provincialate. The recording 

of the entire function will be later uploaded on the website. On account of the Pandemic it is not possible for 

the Provincial to visit the communities so he will conduct Online Community Meetings. The dates will be 

finalized and communicated. As there were no more points to share the webinar concluded with a prayer. 

Fr. Melroy Almeida MSFS 

 

3: TOMORROW BEGINS TODAY - PREPARE TO FACE THE UNCOMMON 

 

 “Education is the passport for the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” 

[Malcolm X.] 

An Invisible Enemy - deadly, poisonous, unknown and uncaring 

for boundaries: COVID-19 PANDEMIC mercilessly snuffed out 

the lives of many of our beloved brothers and sisters the world 

over. But it still left us some space for education to be continued 

on virtual space. Why can’t we see this as a blessing in disguise? 

Even though our lives revolve around technology, one was not 

fully aware of the blessings it could bring about in the present and 

the future. All schools are closed for a very well-known reason. 

But it’s still unknown when once again they will be reopened. 

Everyone is awaiting the uncommon to become common. In such 

an unforeseen situation the wonder of I.T. comes to our aid. How 

miraculously it has kept education and life moving on without any 

stop. I wish to thank our Provincial Fr. Muthuswamy, who advised 

and encouraged the Province Forums to make use of this lockdown period to gain more knowledge through 

webinars.  

The Principals of the schools of Nagpur Province made use of this time to learn more about how to be the best 

educators even during this time of the Pandemic. So far three webinars on different topics have been conducted 

during this period of lockdown. 1) On 2nd June 2020 - Mantras for Sustaining and Accelerating Growth 

Towards Excellence. 2) On 8th June 2020 - MSFS Schools: Teachers’ Standards. 3) On 8th July 2020 - 

Rediscovering MSFS Schools and Leadership. The webinars were animated by Dr. Sendil Kumaran. He is 

an eminent educator with vast experience in developing human resources for excellence in institutions. Many 

of our confreres working in schools and those interested in education, both from Nagpur and Pune Provinces 

attended the webinars. Thanks to the Provincials for their support and encouragement and to all the confreres 
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for taking keen interest in updating themselves in the field of education, especially in the role of continuing to 

impart knowledge to our students even though our schools are closed.   

Fr. Anthony Amaladoss MSFS 

 

4: FINANCIAL AND LEGAL MATTERS: 

Fr. Trevor D’Souza, the resource person, started the seminar telling us what religious life is all about. He said 

that in order to live our religious life we need money, land, building, furniture, etc. But how do we look after 

our accounts? We register our Society and follow civil laws to live our vowed life in a better way. There are 

3 ways to register a non-profitable organization. 1. Society; 2. Trust; 3. Company. To form a Society, seven 

individuals come together, incorporated to associate with each other for the benefit of the people. Once the 

Society is incorporated it becomes an independent legal person, like a mother carrying a baby. When a child 

is born, they both become separate.  When we become an independent legal person, we get rights and duties 

as a son gets all the rights of his father’s land and property. An individual cannot afford to violate the laws of 

society, so we must give importance to educate the members. There should be transparency and sharing by 

the members; showing more cooperation and support is required. To function in a better way the Society 

requires a head office and branch offices of the units. To function properly there should be an Annual General 

Body Meeting and Governing Body Meetings, to decide on different matters.  

When we belong to a particular Charitable Society our objective should not be profit-making. We shouldn’t 

carry on activities with business mentality but rather those that benefit the people. Charitable Societies are 

exempted from paying income tax. This exemption is because of three conditions 1. We have taken the vows. 

2. We belong to a Religious Society. 3. We hand over our income to the Society. On the corpus amount the 

donation tax is fully exempted. The resource person dealt with many other topics such as Donation, Transfer 

of Funds, Guidelines for Donation, Interest and Penalty, how a bill should be, how to resolve negative balance, 

how to solve the problem of accounts that are mixed up. He also suggested that we should read articles, books 

and keep ourselves updated because the rules are changing regularly. He asked us to grow more in dealing 

properly with finance.  

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 

 

NEWS FROM THE FORMATION HOUSES  

 

A NEVER BEFORE STRESSFUL SITUATION 

The deadly Pandemic has changed the scenario and the atmosphere of Divya Jyoti Ashram. It has very badly 

affected the livelihood of the people. As the news of Covid-19 cases rose in India, people started to move to 

the safety of their homes. Our minor seminarians too were sent home before the lockdown; only a few were 

kept back to look after the house. The lockdown went on from the 1st to the 5th phase; then finally unlock 1.0 

started. The public were allowed to move as restrictions were eased.  

Our seminarians too were shifted from one stage of formation to the next. Brothers studying at Goa and 

Wadakkanchery, who had come for vacations, were immediately called to the Minor Seminary at Latapara. 

E-Passes were obtained to travel from one state to another. Seven students were transported by a four-wheeler 

from Latapara to Varanasi for the Novitiate. Similarly, students from Nidadavole (A.P.) and Wadakkanchery 

were helped by the Provincial of Vizag and by Fr. Mathew the Rector of Nidadavole, to fly from 

Visakhapatnam to Varanasi for the Novitiate. We thank them and especially Fr. Lalit Tigga for his tireless 

efforts in sending students to different places. Still five students have to be sent to Goa, eleven to Nidadavole 

for 12th and five to Wadakkanchery for postulancy.  
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During the Pandemic the Seminary was used as a quarantine centre. Many confreres who had to move from 

one place to another place took shelter in the Seminary. This year vocation promotion has to begin due to the 

late declaration of the results. Twenty students are likely to join the Seminary. All the staff members except 

the regent are here. We have planned to inaugurate the academic year after 31st August. We all are earnestly 

praying for a vaccine to be found and for the situation to improve.  

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 

 

DOORS WIDE OPEN – CORONA BLOCKING THE WAY 

This has been a year of very many and unusual misfortunes, like the Pandemic, floods, natural calamities, etc. 

Prakash Bhavan, thanks be to God, though not directly affected by the Pandemic, was inconvenienced and the 

programs as planned for the year could not be executed.  We had scheduled to receive the new comers, send 

the post-orientation students for their Plus One and Plus Two studies to the allotted Seminaries and to send 

the pre-novices to the Novitiate. But because of these unfortunate situations, we managed to send only the 

pre-novices to the Novitiate. As the situation is slowly brought under control we hope to be able to proceed 

with the pending planned tasks.  

This year four students from Prakash Bhavan were promoted to the Novitiate. Two of whom are from Kerala 

and were held up in their homes for some months on account of the Pandemic. They were brought to 

Ernakulum and sent by flight from Cochin International Airport to Varanasi. Classes at the college in 

Nidaddavole were to begin from 15th July. But as train services have been suspended we could not send the 

brothers.  As soon as train services resume we plan to send them for their studies. 

We had planned to open the Seminary in the month of June. However on account of the spread of the virus in 

Kerala and in other parts of South India, we had to put it on hold. At the moment there are only two new 

students, for USA Vice-Province, who reached here about a week ago. A few more students are expected to 

gradually join the seminary for this academic year. All precautionary measures are being taken to keep the 

Fathers and Brothers safe and in good health. We continue to trust in the goodness and protection of God.  

Fr Paul Varambinakam MSFS 

 

AN ADVENTUROUS TRIP TO THE NOVITIATE  

 

The Covid-19 Pandemic has played havoc in our lives. It has affected every sphere of life and the lives of 

Religious too have not been spared. Our Formation Houses and the Formation Curriculum were no exception 

to the situation. The MSFS Novitiate at Varanasi, where the novices of Pune and Nagpur Provinces do their 

one year of Canonical Novitiate had also to respond to the challenges of the time.  

The new academic year of the Novitiate usually begins on 1st June and ends on 31st May when the solemn 

First Profession is made. The initiation to the new year is held on 30th May. This year due to the strict lockdown 

in India very few were present for the First Profession and even the assistance of the new comers was not 

possible as they were not able to reach the Novitiate. The newly Professed Brothers could not go to Suvidya 

College to begin their Philosophical Studies and the new batch of novices could not begin their Pre-Novitiate 

Course in Nagpur. We were blessed by the presence of Fr. P. M. Joseph and Fr. Vincent Minj. We made the 

best use of the time and the available resources and organized classes and activities for the newly professed. 

Fr. P. M. Joseph helped to nurture their musical talents and improve their English. They especially improved 

their ability to play the guitar and the harmonium. All of them played instrumental hymns to an enthralled 

audience. With the assistance of Fr. William Anthony and in collaboration with Fr. Anson, on 10th July 2020, 

the nine newly professed were able to travel by air to Suvidya College, Bengaluru.   
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Twenty novices had to join for the new academic year 2020–21. The laborious task before us was to find ways 

and means to bring them to the Novitiate and provide them quarantine facilities. Some were in the minor 

seminaries and others at their homes in different States. “Aller Anfang ist schwer” meaning “Often the hardest 

part of getting something done is starting it.” The first batch of novices arrived on 7th July 2020. Fr. Lalit made 

adequate arrangements to send the seven novices from Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Orissa to Varanasi by 

road. On 10th July two novices came from Goa by air and four Novices from Nidadavole. They were 

quarantined in two separate areas. On 11th June, one novice came from Pune and on 12th July, two novices 

arrived from Kerala by flight and were quarantined in separate areas. On 16th July, three novices joined from 

Salem by flight. We now had a total of nineteen novices. One was still left to join from Behrampore which 

was in complete lockdown. Finally he procured an E-pass, travelled to Bhubaneswar and took a flight to 

Varanasi on 5th August; he had to be quarantined for 21 days.  We hope to begin our normal novitiate life at 

the earliest. We are taking adequate precautions by wearing masks, keeping social distance and sanitising our 

hands. With a lot of Fransalian Optimism we are hoping for the best. As we thank the Lord for the twenty 

newcomers at Dhyanashram we request your prayerful support for the success of the year. 

 

Fr. Benedict De Souza MSFS 

 

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS 

• Fr. Barnabas Xalxo msfs is appointed to Divya Jyoti Ashram, Latapara, on the staff and as Vocation 

Promoter. 

• Fr. Vinsent Minj msfs is appointed to Dhyanashram, Varanasi, on the staff and to pursue Preaching 

Ministry.  

 

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

• Rev. Fr. George Panthanmackel msfs of Guwahati Province, who has become the Rector of 

Moring Star Theologate, Kolkata 

• Rev. Fr. Alphonse Arokiaswamy msfs on successfully completing his doctoral studies in 

Systematic Theology 

• Rev. Fr. Issac Mankulatathil msfs on successfully defending his thesis on Family Emotions and 

their Sanctification 

• Rev. Fr. Anto Varghese msfs who is selected to do PHD from IIT Chennai with full time Institute 

Scholarship in the department of Humanities and Social Sciences.  

• Rev. Fr. Santhosh Kumar msfs a newly ordained priest 

• Rev. Fr. Moises Goma Supaida msfs, a newly ordained priest. The first from Mozambique for our 

Province.  

• Rev. Fr. Suresh Babu msfs, General Councilor, who is appointed as the Director of De Sales and 

Mermier Resource and Animation Center. 

 

PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

• Mr. Kailash Khutekar, 36 years, nephew of Fr. Shantwan    Khutekar, who expired on 11th July 2020 

• Fr. Kurian Cheriankalayil MSFS, 82 years, of Vizag Province, who expired on 15th July 2020  

• Uncle of Bro. Anoop Francis, who expired on 17th July 2020 

• Mr. Mathew Joseph, uncle of Fr. Anto Thomas, who expired on 29th July 2020 

• Mrs. Elikuty, 90 years, mother of Fr. Emmanuel, who expired on 30th July 2020 

• Mr Devasia, 67 years, father of Fr. Jins Karakadayil, who expired on 3rd August 2020 
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• Mr. Paul Pillai, father of Bro. Anup Pillai, who expired on 11th August 2020 

• Fr. Martin Griffin MSFS, of English Province who expired on 18th August 2020  

• Mr. Athnas Kullu, 55 years, father of novice Kulkant Kullu, who expired on 30th August 2020 

•  Fr. Mathew Chavely MSFS, 71 of East Africa Province, who expired on 04 September 2020. 

I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest (Constitution No. 118; 

General Directory No. 98). 

 

SALESIAN THOUGHT 

“True progress quietly and persistently moves along without notice” 

 

 

 

Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior 
 


